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The Republic of Belarus is a small, beautiful country.  It is situated in Eastern Europe. The Republic borders on Russia, the Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia.  Its area is 207 square kilometers and its population is 10 million. 
There are 97 cities in the Republic.  Its capital is Minsk, with the population of about two million people. The largest cities in Belarus are Brest, Vitebsk, Gomel, Grodno, and Mogilev.
The highest place in Belarus is the mount Dzerzhinskaya  in Minsk region. There are nearly 3.000 rivers. The chief rivers are the Dnieper, the Nieman, the Zapadnaya Dvina, the Pripyat. In the past they were great trade ways from Europe to Asia and India and many towns appeared on their banks. There are more than 10800 lakes in Belarus. Most of them are situated in the northern part of the republic. The largest lake is the Naroch and the deepest one is the Dolgoye.  One third of the Republic's territory is covered with forests. The largest of them are called pushchas. The most beautiful is the Byelovezhskaya Pushcha.
The climate in the Belarus is moderately continental. The climate is mild and one can travel comfortably here at any time of year. 
Today Belarusian industry produces tractors, big lorries, television sets, bicycles, and else. Agriculture specializes in milk and meat production. The main cultures here are potatoes, flax, grain, herbs and vegetables. More than 30 minerals have been discovered nowadays in Belarus. Among them we have oil, natural gas, coal, rock salt, potassium salts, phosphorites, marl, iron ore, dolomites and others.
Belarus is a republic of well developed science and culture. Every eight person in Belarus has higher education. 

